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Too Busy (Ron Mehl) 
 
'll never forget the day I looked out of our living room and saw Mark, our youngest, walking home from school 

in the driving rain. Mark was in third grade, and he was allowed to ride his bike to his grade school, located 

right within our sub-division. I happened to be home from the church early that day, and I was sitting in an easy 

chair by the window. I looked outside at the pouring rain and saw my boy in the distance, trudging his way 

through the downpour. His clothing was absolutely drenched, and his hair was plastered against his head. I 

opened the door for him, and he looked up at me with a little smile, his face red from the cold. "Hi, Dad!" he 

said. "You're home early." "Hi, Son," I replied. "You're soaked to the skin." "Yeah, I know." "Umm, Mark, you 

know, if you'd ride your bike you'd get home faster. You wouldn't get so wet." He looked at me rather sheepishly 

as rivulets of rain streamed from his hair down across his face. "I know, Dad." I was puzzled. "Well, Son, if you 

know, why in the world didn't you do it?" Then he hung his head, just a bit, and it hit me. Boy, did I feel like 

crawling under a table and hiding for a while. He had told me several times before that his bike had a flat tire. 

He had asked me, "Dad, could you please fix it for me?" "Sure, Son," I'd promised him. "Don't worry. I'll get 

after it right away." But I never did. I'd forgotten all about it. As he stood there in the entryway, dripping and 

shivering, he could have said, "I couldn't ride my bike today because someone promised me, he'd fix it and 

never did." He would have had every right to say that. But he didn't. What he did say remains printed indelibly 

on this dad's heart. "Aw, Dad, I know how busy you are and everything, and—I just didn't want to bother you 

with it again." I thought, Son, your dad isn't too busy; he's just too selfish. For me, a bike tire was no big deal-

just one more thing on a long "to do" list. But for Mark, it meant more than transportation. It meant more than a 

long walk home in the rain. It meant trusting his father to meet his every need. 

 

When I read this, words like love, integrity, and character came to mind. This young boy could teach us all 

something. When we think about leaving a legacy, how will those we leave behind remember us? Maybe that’s 

not something we think about anymore. We can’t change the past, but we do have some say in how we are 

experienced by others going forward. What may seem not so important to us, may mean the world to those we 

love and care about (Husband, Wife, Children, Parents, and friends).  

 

Empty words can leave an unfavorable lasting remembrance but love in action carries with it the traits of an 

honorable, humble, and caring individual.  If today is your last day alive, what will your legacy be in the 

memories of those left behind? 

 

Chaplain Ezell Willis 



Heiler Communities now 
accepts online payments!

Increase visibility
Instantly view your 
payment history. 
Plus pay quickly with 
a credit card, debit 
card, e-check,  ACH 
or even PayPal.

Why pay online?

Save time & money
Set up an AutoPay to 
save time and prevent 
late fees.

Get help
Call 24/7 for support 
or to pay over the 
phone.

Getting started

Step 1
Visit: the payment 
portal

Step 2
Click “Get started” 

Step 3
Enter your account 
number, First/Last 
name, email and 
create a password

Step 4
Agree to the terms 
and conditions and 
click “create 
account”

Step 5
Make a one-time 
payment or set up 
an AutoPay

Safely & quickly pay 
your rent from 
anywhere!

Payments processed by Zego | 866-729-5327 | support.gozego.com | https://gozego.force.com/residents/s/ 1

Pay securely
Zego uses the highest 
security measures and 
is PCI Level 1 
compliant.

Protect your funds
Reduce your paper trail 
by paying online. Checks 
have your personal 
information printed and 
can easily get lost, stolen 
or misplaced.

https://www.paylease.com/index_out.php?pm_id=116973985
https://www.paylease.com/index_out.php?pm_id=116973985
https://gozego.force.com/residents/s/


A more convenient way to pay
Your community now accepts payments using a credit card, debit card, or your bank account. Please 
note fees apply. Please ask your Community Manager for your account number to enroll.

Get started today
■ Visit the Paylease.com payment website by scanning the QR code above or go to 

payments.heilercommunities.com
■ Register for a new account
■ Enter your account number, primary resident’s Last Name, email and create a password
■ Make a one-time payment or set up AutoPay

SCAN THE CODE BELOW TO REGISTER AND PAY RENT ONLINE! 

Heiler Communities now 
Accepts Payments 

Online! 



NEWSLETTER   
 

Please: All submissions to Gator Tales must 

be either emailed to  lhvgatortales@outlook.com 

or a hard copy left in the Gator Tales box in my 

RV port on the table near the entry door.  This 

is the only way I can keep everything  

organized. Verbal requests get forgotten.  

If you are submitting information and request-

ing that I make your flyer for you, please sub-

mit no later than the 15th of the month as this 

takes additional time. 

 

Also, information for Gator Tales needs to be 
submitted to me by the 20th of each month, NO 
EXCEPTIONS.  There is a blue/gray box outside 
my door in the RV port, you can drop your stuff, 
or you can send it to the email:  
lhvgatortales@outlook.com.  Please submit 
emails in WORD DOCUMENT.  If you need as-
sistance with your submissions or have any ques-
tions about Gator Tales, please contact Millie 
Currey at 315-854-6248 or send an email.   
We are always looking for new ideas and ways to 
improve our community paper.   

 

 

   ACTIVITIES CHAIRS 

Activities/Entertainment:   

 Pat Gagne (603) 340-4734  
Birthdays/Anniversaries:   

 Dona Rawson (863) 547-9326      
 Sharyl Graham (603) 915-1757       
 Audrey Gioiosa (708) 906-9817 
Diabetes Support Group:   
 Maureen Hatfield (617) 874-7755  
Ladies’ Lunches:    
 Maria Combs (863) 438-6643   

             

 

          BINGO HOURS 

Door Open: 4:30 
Food Service: 4:30 
Selling paper: 5:15-5:45 pm   

Start playing: 6:00 pm  
 

 Back to a full meal schedule! 

   Don't cook on Monday night, let us do the cook-

ing for you.   

   

FOOD BANK 
 

“Hunger is not a problem. It is an obscenity. 
How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a 
single moment before starting to improve the 
world.”                                 - - Anne Frank 

 

Donations will be delivered twice a month to St. 

Vincent De Paul Charities. They send their grati-

tude and love to our community. 

 
Non-perishable items and toiletries can be 

dropped off in the back room of the clubhouse. If 

you would like us to pick up items at your home 

please call and we would be happy do that. 

Dave and Sharyl Graham 

603-915-1757 

 

 

Grandma’s Attic   

All donated and returned medical devices are 

to be left with Chuck Presby, 38 Sargent St. 

(386-402-2409). Please return all borrowed 

items CLEAN. Thank you for all your donations 

over the years. 

 

 

                                          LIBRARY   

We want to thank everyone for the books for 
our library. We would like to ask that when you 
bring a book back, please leave it in the materi-
als basket. We would like to reshelve them our-
selves.   

Thank You, 
The Librarians 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth Ann Thompson—Surgery—home 

Karen Wilson--Hospital 

 

 

 

 

Please call if you know of a resident that has 

been ill or hospitalized so that Carol can send 

cards. This is the only way she knows who to 

send them to. Carol Gould 863-422-5902 

 

 

Millie Currey Family—Sister passed 

      

 

 

 

 

Darrel & Jo Chaney—former residents  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sophie beloved furbaby of Sheryl 
Nykaza crossed over the bridge. 
Sophie lived at 81 Reineke. She could 
be spotted frequently riding in her 
human Mom's golf cart, or visiting 
Bonnie or Phil at the office. Sophie 
will be missed by many of our 
residents.



 
2nd Ken Frech 
 
6th Hilda Reyes DeJesus 
 
7th Sandra Nolan  
 
8th Charles Kemp 
 
10th Guillermo Salce 
 
12th Ben Kuslikis 
 
13th Diane Rizzuto       
 Mike Ackley 
 
16th Linda Hanisak 
 
17th Roger Landry 
 
21st Gary DeVore        
 Sue Smith 
 
23rd  Lori Budzyna 
 
25th Margaret Conley 
 
27th   Mary Ann Donovan 
 Garry Wheelock      
 Carolyn Serebreny 

8th Edward & Yolanda Lopez 
 
12th Gordon & Judith Geiger   
           Jim & Tammy Saba 
 
14th Bill & Diane Rizzuto 
 
27th Richard & Carol Gould 
 

 
 
 
   Birthday and Anniversary Celebration 
 
       I have accepted the challenge of preparing 
a MONTHLY event for Birthdays and Anniver-
saries. 
 
HOWEVER, I am asking for assistants to step 
in if I may be out of town for some scheduled 
events. 
 
February 2nd will be a combined Celebration 
(January -February) to meet at the Clubhouse 
at 6:00pm. 
Ice Cream and Cake will be offered to cele-
brants and all neighbors and friends attending. 
 
A SIGN-UP sheet will be available to help esti-
mate attendance. 
If you forget to sign up COME on the DAY OF 
THE EVENT. 
 
New scheduled Celebration Events --- 
Feb 2nd / March 2nd / April 6th / May 11th / 
June 8th / July 6th / August 3rd / Sept 7th  / Oct 
5th  / Nov 2nd  / Dec To Be Arranged 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS and NOTICES 
 
 
 

Bingo Food 

Bingo food is back to full meals. Be sure to sign up each week for your meal to eat in or take- 
out. 
Always looking for volunteers to help with Bingo food and bake desserts. If interested, call Art Stanley 
863-353-2690. 

Book Club 

Our book for February is The Briar Club, by Kate Quinn. All are welcome to join us on the second 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 in the clubhouse. 

 

Craft Day 
New LHV activity. Meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1:00. 

Diabetes Group 

The DIABETES Brainstorming group is meeting - 
Wed.Feb..5TH. Topic: Challenges! Dona Rawson will facilitate. 
This is our 4th season! New members are always welcome. For more information, please call Maureen 
Hatfield 617-874-7755. 147 Glen Este. 

Euchre 
Euchre is returning to LHV. Starting Thursday, January 2nd at 6:30 and every Thursday until further 
notice. 

LHV HOA 
The first Tuesday of the month is the HOA Board Meeting at 7:00 and the Second Tuesday of the month 
is the HOA General Meeting at 7:00. All LHV residents are welcome to both meetings unless otherwise 
posted. February’s general meeting will be on the third Tuesday, February 18. 

Paint Class 
Paint Class has resumed. 

Come join the fun…don’t need to be a “painter”. Learn as you go! 
Any questions, contact Joyce Middleton, 50 Sargent St, 330-323-2247 

Sassy Stitchers 

Sassy Stitchers has changed their schedule. They will meet in the Clubhouse on the fourth Tuesday 
each month at 1:00. 

Valentine’s Dinner 
On February 16th. See Flyer 



New HOA Board 2025 

President: Laura Miller  419-204-0875 

Vice President: David Rawson  863-547-9326 

Secretary: Jerry Smith  708-910-8296 

Treasurer: Richard Gould  863-422-5902 

Directors: Debbie Bialecki  863-422-8296 

         Moreen Martell  320-310-6012 

         Larry Quinter  913-660-6075     

 

 

 

 

 

LHV Volunteer of the year 

Our Volunteer of the year, elected by popular vote is Rich Bialecki.  

Congratulations, Rich. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue of LHV HOA Dues 

After much discussion of a dues increase, the matter was tabled until next month’s meeting.  



Gator Tales received a a very thoughtful resignation letter from Helen. 

I have been conducting interviews for “Gator Tales” for approximately four and one-half years.   

The time has come for the reins to be turned over to someone else.  I have enjoyed interviewing new and 

long-term residents and have learned a lot and said many prayers.   

It has been a pleasure to work with the various creators of “Gator Tales”.  I know someone else in the com-

munity will carry on and do a wonderful job.  Thank you to everyone that let me enter your home and get to 

know your family. 

Thank you for this opportunity to work with everyone. 

Helen Hurr 

 

Helen, We would like to thank you for the wonderful articles you provided our community about our 
residents. You have done a marvelous job and we really got to know our fellow residents because of 

you great writing.  

Our Gator Tales Staff 

Our delivery personnel, David and Helen Hurr, were 

surprised with a trip to Illinois to spend some holiday 

time with their son, daughter-in-law and two beauti-

ful grandchildren. However, knowing that they would 

not be available to deliver January’s Gator Tales, 

they left Izzy Hurr to handle the job. Izzy mounted 

her driver’s golf cart and within an hour of the call, 

delivered our January Gator Tales to all our homes. 

What a good girl…..we love you, Izzy. 

  The Gator Tales Staff 



Super Bowl Party 

 

Sunday February 9th 

6 pm 

Come join us to watch the game at the 
clubhouse. Please bring some snacks to share 

and root for your favorite team to win 



 

February 11th, craft day we will be making bird 

houses. Make sure to sign up at the club house and 

join us. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Enjoy a special dinner with your  
sweetheart or friends. 

 
Sunday, February 16th 

LHV Clubhouse 
Hosted by Patti Keller 

 
Doors open at 5:00pm 

Dinner served at 5:30pm 
 

Tickets on sale through Tuesday 2/11/25 
 

Limit of 60 tickets available 
 

$7.00 paid HOA/$10.00 non-HOA 
 

For tickets see Laura #136, Sue #66, or Jenn #47 
 

Sweetheart 
Dinner 

 



A FREE event for residents who 

wear a “hat” - even a hairpin 

counts!  $3 for guests. 



 
 

St. Patrick’s  
Dinner 

 
 
 

 

Sunday, March 16th 
Doors Open @ 1:30pm 

LHV clubhouse 
 
 

Tickets:  
$10.00 for HOA Residents 
$12.00 for all others 

 

 



               Save the Date! 

                  

 

On Monday March 31, 2025 we will be 

conducting a refresher training session 

on how to use our clubhouse AED, 

along with basic CPR. This DVD video 

based training will be held between 

10am-11am. You may one day use this 

information to possibly save someone’s 

life! 



A big thank you to all who helped by signing cards and donating postage. We sent 426 individual 

cards and 20 to a group Veterans nursing home. Thanks.  

Everyone worked diligently to make 

each card personal and full of love. 

The Cookie Exchange was also a big 

success...great bakers in LHV. 



     1st Place            2nd Place      

   Ed & Toni Albright            Gary & Debbie DeVore                       Mike & Jen Ackley 

    97 Reineke Road    29 Silver Crest Drive             47 Sargent Street 

         

   Reineke Road won Bragging Rights for Best Decorated Street. 

   1st Place     2nd Place       3rd Place 

   Carol Collins            Ed & Toni Albright            Rick & Joanne Johnson

   

House Decorations Winners 

Golf Cart Decorations Winners 

3rd Place



Basket Winners 

Dancers 

Other Attendees 



January 18, 2025 

With Comedian  

Christine Steadman 



Sheriff Grady Corner 

                                                       

On January 7, 2025, I was honored to be officially sworn in as Polk County’s Sheriff for a sixth consecutive 

term. To reach that milestone means more to me than words can say 

 

To be able to serve you alongside the most professional men and women in law enforcement anywhere, who 

put their lives on the line every day; the most professional detention staff members, who walk the halls of our 

jails and keep inmates safely and securely house; and our civilian support staff, who ensure we are able to 

deliver professional customer service with a sense of urgency 24 hours a day, seven days a week, is an honor 

that words can’t adequately describe. 

 

The last four years, we accomplished so much here at the Polk County Sheriff’s office, thanks to the support of 

the Board of County Commissioners and the residents who elect them; we added the Live 911 system to 

everyone on patrol, enabling deputies to hear 911 calls in real-time instead of having to wait to be dispatched 

to a call; we instituted state-of-the-art investigative technology resources, including an Artificial Intelligence 

Unit; we built a new training center in Bartow; we launched the National Public Safety Innovation Academy 

with Polk State College; we added the Guardian, Marshall, and Defender programs to protect students, 

teachers, and school staff members, as well as county employees; we added digital kiosks in the jails which 

allows us to eliminate paper and outside contraband from entering our jails; we built a new Sheriff’s 

Processing and Releasing Center; we equipped deputies with Narcan to save overdose victims; we reduced 

crime to a 5-year low; and we did so much more to keep the people of Polk County safe.  

 

As we look ahead to the next four years, I am excited about what our future holds; a new patrol district, a new 

K-9 training facility, new additions to our jails, a new city station in Mulberry, and new investigative functions, 

such as A.I., to name a few. 

 

Being your Sheriff is the most awesome and humbling experience of a lifetime, and I do not take this 

responsibility lightly. I promise I will continue to vision for the future, work hard, and do all that I can to loyally 

serve and keep you safe. May God bless you and your families. 



Crossword #11

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

Across

1. Make an impression?

5. Diamond Head's 
home

9. Dog who played 
Eddie on "Frasier"

14. White as a ghost

15. Privy to

16. Garment worn by 
Flo and Alice

17. Like some tea

18. Talk like Daffy

19. Argue against

20. Pooch from Wales

22. Fix, at the vet's

24. Greet the day

25. Lady's man

27. Thirst quencher

29. ___ Day

31. Solidly built

33. Cold War 
competition

35. Full of back talk

39. _____ of limitations

40. Nutrition label unit

42. Church council

43. Wearing black, 
maybe

44. Trustworthy

47. Relax, slangily

48. Kind of wheel

51. Spreadsheet filler

53. Orchard fruit

54. Leaves home?

56. "Same here!"

59. Fort Knox bar

61. Edit menu option

63. Like Jack Sprat's 
diet

64. Do a salon job

65. Ruckus

66. Fender flaw

67. Public figure?

68. Can't stand

69. Conclusion starter

Down

1. Kind of proportions

2. Mexican fare

3. Religious leader

4. Beat around the bush

5. Painter's medium

6. Spanish cordial

7. Home for the sick

8. Post-vacation task

9. Damage

10. Game with a 
character named "Cavity 
Sam"

11. Elliptical path

12. Lush

13. Stage direction

21. Unwelcome visitor

23. Welcome word at a 
proposal

26. "___ does it!"

28. Educated

29. Physics calculation

30. Pretentious, perhaps

32. Cooler contents

34. Place for supplies

36. Armed ship of old

37. Lodgepole, for one

38. Burglar

40. Corn holder

41. New Year's word

43. Ink cartridge color

45. Beyond tipsy

46. Arrival en masse

48. Nutmeg, e.g.

49. Mortise's mate

50. Colonel's insignia

52. Diacritic mark

55. Cut and paste

57. Zingy taste

58. Not duped by

60. Take a stab at

62. Kind of deposit

Free printable courtesy of PrintitFree.net





 



LHV Crafters’ Corner 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Need personalized gifts for that favorite someone? Put 

photos on mugs, mouse pads, cutting boards, etc. 

Special party favors and more…….. 
 
 
 
 

 



LHV Residents Corner 
 

A Place for our Residents Services 

 

 
 

Handy Man at your Service 

 
Jerry Sibila 

Cell: 910-876-7221 

64 Sargent St. 

 
 

 

 
No job too small!! Give me a call and we can 

discuss what you need done. 

Floors – Plumbing – Ceiling Fans – Painting – - 

Household Repairs – Bathroom Remodel – Kitchen 

Remodel – New Windows - ETC. 

 

 
 

 

I do alterations, mending, sewing!!  

Years of experience from Weddings to replacing zipper.  

I  a l s o  d o  h o u s e c l e a n i n g  

Call: “863-307-7206” or email “jultz56@yahoo.com” 

 

Julie Camp 

113 Reineke 

mailto:jultz56@yahoo.com




  
  

Brown Insurance Group  

Complete Retirement Services  
  

Annuities, Life Insurance, 401 and IRA Roll overs, 
and Medicare Plans  

  
863-651-7784  

  
David Brown  

  Independent Agent  
    Dbrown0115@gmail.com  

  
  
  
  
  
  

 



422-2295 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL 
 

 

 

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 
 

803 Nilsen Street 
 Haines City, FL 33844  

Lic. #CMC056880 
www.wattsac.com 

 
 
 
      CLEAN &  
          CHECK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wattsac.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!

ESTIMATES
FREE
ESTIMATES
FREE

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

LICENSED

INSURED

BONDED

LICENSED

INSURED

BONDED

STATE CERTIFIED
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CGC# 004138

STATE LICENSED
MOBILE HOME INSTALLER

IH# 102549/1 

863.812.4741     800.681.3772



 

Missing or torn insulation and vapor barrier can allow 

moisture, mold and mildew to build up, and  

provide access to insects and rodents into your home! 

Call today for a FREE Under Home Inspection  

                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                  

                                                                                        

 
 

    

  
  

To our valued customers  
   During the current times we wanted to let you know that we 
are taking as many precautions as we can to ensure not only 
or workers safety  but yours as well  We check workers 
temperatures each morning and have limited the amount of 
contact our crews have with each other  Our crews work in 
Tyvek suits with respirators which helps to ensure your safety 
as well as theirs  
   As a company  we want your business and there is no need 
for any contact if you so choose  Our business is deemed an 
“Essential Business” and we are here for you when you need 
us  You can schedule your inspection by calling 1-800-681-
3772  
 
 Wishing you good health and safety  

The Florida Anchor & Barrier Team 

State Certified General Contractor CGC#004138  
State Licensed Mobile Home Contractor #IH/102549/1  

   Insured-Bonded-  Workman's Compensation Insurance  

Family Owned & Operated    BBB      Senior or Military Discounts  
 

We also Fi Soft Floors! 

ESTIMATES  

ALWAYS FREE 

OVER 10,000  

VAPOR BARRIERS 

 INSTALLED  

 



The DIABETES BRAINSTORMING GROUP 2024-2025 
CALENDAR 

 

All meetings at 7pm clubhouse-First Wed. of the month. 

All residents are welcome to attend. 
 
 
  Feb 5th- Challenges 
 
  March 5th- Water 
 
  April 2-Your topic , Your way  
 
  May 7th -Recap  Potluck!                                                       
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